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CHAPTER 8

Choiseul Sound and Lively Sound

(Page 45)
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Seal Cove

Seal Cove (Page 48; Chart page 47)

Temporary anchorage can be found N of Seal Island, just outside the band of kelp in 5-5m towards the E end
of the island. There is adequate shelter from the S’ly quadrant, but it is otherwise exposed.

Rowing through the kelp is awkward, but a good beach makes landing easy. This tussac island is rat free
and, consequently, there is an interesting variety of wildlife which makes for a rewarding walk ashore.

323






Supplement to Falkland Island Shores

Motley Island (Page 48)

The island is well worth a visit and, being rat free, has an abundance of wildlife. It has recently been purchased
by Falkland Islands Conservation as a nature reserve. Landing on the sand beach, next to the anchorage, can

be difficult if there is any swell in the bay. However, by passing through the kelp to the S, it will be much easier
to land on the pebble beach there, but it is not an easy row.

Pyramid Cove (Page 48)

This is indeed an excellent anchorage, with good mullet fishing at the head of Pyramid Creek - the best time
seems to be from 2 hours before HW until just after HW. Note the slight differences on this sketch chart from
the one on page 47. A clear passage can be found by weaving through the thin kelp to the W of Pyramid
Island. Anchor S of the little islet in 3m: this gives the best access to Pyramid Creek. More shelter from a
strong W’ly will be found to the NE of the islet, again in 3m. The inlet to the W of the islet shoals quickly to
1m inside the narrow entrance.

Pyramid Island is an attractive tussac island, with a good variety of wildlife.
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Shallow Harbour

Shallow Harbour

The revised sketch chart here shows two dangers not marked on the one on page 52.

There is a drying reef, clearly marked by kelp, 0-1M W of Irene Island which is shown on the 1985 edition
of Chart 2536.

A shoal with mussels has grown up in the channel NW of Cow Island, with a least depth of 1m. This is not

visible except at low water and has caught out a few vessels when they have been entering. Chart 2536 does
not show this shallow patch.

The channel S of Irene Island is marked as less than 2m on chart 2536, so there may well have been some
silting recently.

(Page 49)
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Sulivan Harbour

In a strong N’ly wind, an anchorage was found to the NW of the entrance to Mappa Big Arroyo. The wind
and waves tend to hook around the headland and make it a rather uncomfortable berth, but it appears to be
safe enough. There would be good shelter from the N'W.

Anchor off the green (not conspicuous until quite close in) in 3m, sand and mud. A shoal patch extends off

the headland to the NE of the green, with quite a bit of kelp offshore; if coming from the N, a detour should
be made around this.

Sandy Cove

Most of the entrance to Sandy Cove is blocked by kelp, although there does seem to be a clear lead in, at the S
of the entrance. However, depths are not known.

An anchorage was found in the little bay N of the entrance, off the SE side of the promontory, close to the
shore, in 3m, sand, clear of the kelp patches. This spot is sheltered from the N and W. ‘

Fox Harbour

The passage between Great Island and Low Point is clear.

There is a good anchorage to the W of Low Point. Sail in along the edge of the kelp line and anchor in 2m,
sand and mud. This is sheltered from the W through N to E.

The deep bay (W of Ship Point) provides a good anchorage, off the W side, about half way down, in 2m.
This gives shelter from the N and W. At the head of the bay, anchor in 2m, with shelter from the W through S
to E.

It is possible to anchor in the bay between Ship Point and Seal Point. The W side of the bay gives protection

from the W through S to SE. Anchor in 4m, clear of the kelp patches. The E side gives shelter from the E
and S. Anchor in 4m, just outside the kelp.

Barrow Harbour

The bay to the S of Seal Point, gives shelter from the N through W to SSW. Anchor clear of the kelp patches
in 2-5m.

The bay at the N end of Barrow Harbour provides good protection from the SE through N to W. Anchor at
the head of the bay, close in, in 3m sand and weed. There is a large pond just behind the beach.

It is possible to anchor in the entrance to the creeks at the W end of the harbour. Follow the N shoreline
around, just outside the kelp line and anchor in the bight, just inside the entrance in 2-7m. The S shore is
quite shallow.

Just S of this entrance, there is an anchorage in the small bay, providing shelter from the N through W to
SW. Anchor clear of the kelp in 2m.

In the entrance to the SW creek, a depth of 1-8m was found and it should be possible to anchor here, with
shelter from the NW and SE. The fetch up the creek would probably make it uncomfortable with a strong
SW’ly wind.

The spit at the end of Mutiny Point has a small colony of breeding giant petrels: eleven chicks were seen in
1994. The bay to the SE of Mutiny Point would be the best place to anchor in order to visit the colony.
Anchor in 3-7m, clear of the kelp patches. Do not approach the nests more closely than 200m, otherwise the
adults may abandon the eggs or the chicks; they are far too rare to risk this.

It is possible to sail well into Mutiny Creek and shelter from the NW through SW to SE can be found by
anchoring in 2m, just outside the spits enclosing the upper creek.

Large Island

Large Island is a rather depressing ‘diddle-dee desert’. It has obviously been overgrazed by sheep in the past,
but there are signs of a few clumps of tussac coming back. If coming from the N, there is a narrow channel
leading inside Kelp and Large Islands. An extensive kelp-marked reef runs S of Kelp Island and there are kelp
beds off Large Island Point and the W side of Large Island. Follow the kelp-free channel between these
dangers. The minimum depth in the channel is 2-5m.

There appeared to be a clear passage running to the E of Kelp Island and NW of Large Island, but this was
not investigated. With the depths being so shallow, it would be prudent to approach this channel with caution.

There are two anchorages off the SE side of the island. The shallow bay at the S end gives shelter from the
NW through N to NE. Anchor in 3m, clear of the kelp patches.

The next bay to the NE, gives shelter from the SW through W to NW. Anchor in 4m, clear of the kelp
patches.
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This Supplement to Ewen Southby-Tailyour’s Falkland Island Shores has been produced from
material collected by Pete and Annie Hill during 1993-94 whilst in Falklands Islands waters
in their 34ft junk-rigged yacht, Badger.

It is specifically designed to be used in conjunction with Falkland Island Shores, and it
mirrors the layout of the parent book for ease of cross referencing.

‘The Supplement expands on the original text, and reflects the changes that have taken place
in the Islands since the 1982 Conflict. It includes details on the numerous anchorages that
they visited in Badger, with many new supporting sketch plans, and advice on ‘living’ in the
Islands in a small yacht.

WEST FALK LAND =~ (18

Many Branch Harbour - a sample of Badger’s anchorages
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